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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The response filed 6/6/2005 has been received and made of record. 

2. Applicant's arguments filled on 6/6/2005 with respect claims 1,9-11 and 1 9-23 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive for the following reasons 

Applicant alleges in Pothapragada "there is no management of data storage is 
provided" further alleging the phrase "controlling management of data storage" must 
mean something different than controlling data storage without specific details what 
phrase "controlling management of data storage" encompasses. 

Examiner asserts Pothapragada discloses a system and a method for managing 
storage space in one or more data storage devices, wherein a manager manages one 
or more virtual volumes on each data storage device. The manager performs operations 
to allocate space. The manager operations include one operation selected from a group 
of commands to initialize, attach, detach, connect, bind, write, read, move, signal, 
query, convert, control, and callback data in a storage partition (see col. 7, lines 35-45 
and col. 8. lines 29-51). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-8 and 12-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 24-30 are allowed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 
(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by 
another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 3718 of this title 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

6. The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000. or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

7. Claims 1,9-11,1 9-23 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Pothapragada et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,389,432[hereinafter 
Pothapragada]. 

As per claim 1,11, and 21, Pothapragada disclose a method comprising: 

• receiving on a first client (SAN-1 Manager 100) a message (i.e., request) from a 
server (server A) addressed to said client (the manager being operable to receive 
a request for storage space from a requester, the request specifying one or more 
criteria associated with the requested storage space) (see col. 2, lines 39-53 and 
col. 7, lines 35-45); 

• controlling management of data storage by said client based on information 
included in said message (see col. 2, lines 39-53 and col. 7, lines 35-45); 
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In considering claims 9 and 10, Pothapragada discloses a method including receiving a 
message including an identifier, which specifies a task, to perform on a storage device 
(see fig. 5 and col. 8. lines 9-28). 

In considering claims 19 and 20, Pothapragada discloses a system including receiving a 
message including an identifier, which specifies a task, to perform on a storage device 
(see fig. 5 and col. 8, lines 9-28). 

In considering claims 22 and 23, Pothapragada disclose a system, wherein said storage 
stores instructions that enable the device to compare group identifier in a message to 
determine whether the device is within a group addressed by said server (see col. 2, 
lines 39-53 and col. 35-45). 

As per claim 31, Pothapragada disclose the method of claim 1 wherein controlling 
management of data storage includes controlling the organization of how data is stored 
by said client (see col. 7, lines 35-45 and col. 8, lines 29-51). 

CONCLUSION 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Salad E Abdullahi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4009. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can 
be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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